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Cargo

Cargo Traffic
Approximately 1.88 million tonnes of international air 
cargo passed through Narita International Airport 
in fiscal 2008, around 15% less than the previous 
fiscal year. The decline in air cargo traffic was due to 
declines in imports and significant falls in exports as 
a result of the worsening global economic situation 
since last autumn.
Exports were down 13% to 650,000 tonnes, imports fell 
12% to 780,000 tonnes and transit freight decreased 
8% to 460,000 tonnes.

Logistics Facilities around
the Airport 
With the increase in international cargo handled at 
Narita Airport, the functions of the airport are being 
augmented by a string of construction projects 
around the airport by freight forwarders building their 
own cargo facilities and logistic property developers 
constructing facilities for lease. This was precipitated 
by the abolition in 1996 of the criteria used to determine 

where cargo was cleared through Customs. Prior 
to this, only some perishables could be cleared at 
Narita International Airport but with the abolition, this 
restriction was lifted across the board and also made 
it possible to obtain permits for bonded warehouses.
As of 1 Jun 2009, freight forwarder warehouses around 
the airport offered floor space exceeding 400,000m2, 
far surpassing the 200,000m2 available in the airport.
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Growing Number of Forwarder 
Facilities around Narita
In the area surrounding the airport, there have 
been a string of forwarders and logistics estate 
development companies constructing cargo 
facilities over the last few years. Forty-three 
companies have established facilities in 47 
locations to serve as off-airport bonded storage 
areas. These warehouses offer more than 
400,000 sq. m. in floor space and, bearing in 
mind that the available area within the airport is 
around 200,000 sq. m., they ease the congestion 
resulting from the confined on-airport space.


