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Noise Mitigation Measures
As a landlocked airport, Narita International Airport 
has implemented steadfast and detailed measures to 
mitigate aircraft noise, the largest factor affecting the local 
community since the airport opened.
The Eco-Airport Master Plan (FY 2016–2020) also aims to 
further enhance measures to reduce the environmental 
impact of aircraft noise.
In 2005, we instituted a unique landing charge system 
for international flights that offers preferential charges 
to quieter aircraft, encouraging airlines to introduce such 
aircraft. As a result, the ratio of quieter aircraft has been 
increasing each year since then. In April 2013, landing 
charges for international flights were reduced even further. 
The ratio of low-noise aircraft in 2017 was 93.0%, making 
steady progress.  
The noise mitigation measures are split into three 
categories: Reducing Noise at Source; Improved 
Airport Layout; and Community Programs. The main 
components of our community programs include 
subsidies, compensation, and land use. They are 

Introducing Quieter Aircraft

As part of the global movement towards quieter aircraft, in fiscal 

2002, Japan prohibited the operation of aircraft that do not meet 

the provisions for noise standards set out in Chapter*4 3 Noise 

Standard by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)*5.

To encourage the use of Chapter 4 aircraft, which come under 

more stringent noise standards, we have introduced a landing 

charge system for international flights that gives preferential 

treatment to quieter aircraft since fiscal 2005. The system offers 

lower landing charges for international flights based on the noise 

level (Class A to F) of the aircraft according to the Narita Aircraft 

Noise Index. The quietest Class A aircraft are charged at least 

20% less than Class F aircraft. As the graph on the right shows, 

Class A to C aircraft, which satisfy Chapter 4 standards, have 

gradually increased since fiscal 2002 when Chapter 2 aircraft were 

prohibited. The ratio increased after fiscal 2005 when new charge 

system was introduced, and the proportion of Class A aircraft has 

been increasing since fiscal 2013, when further price reductions 

went into effect.

Recently, airlines have been promoting the introduction of new 

aircraft with state-of-art technology for their fleet renewal. These 

aircraft make substantial contributions to reducing environmental 

impacts such as noise and greenhouse gas. 

Night Flight Restrictions (Airport Curfew)

Since opening in 1978, takeoffs and landings at Narita International 

Airport have been restricted in principle during the curfew period 

between 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m., except under emergency 

conditions or unavoidable circumstances, such as in times of 

typhoon, heavy snowfall or other unusual weather conditions, 

or conditions that affect the safety of flight operation, as well as 

sudden/serious medical cases.

In addition to the above exceptions, since March 31, 2013, the 

curfew system has been further relaxed. The "flexible curfew  

system" permits flight operation from 11:00 p.m. to midnight in 

situations that are deemed beyond the control of airlines, such as 

unusual weather condition at the departure airport. In fiscal 2017, 

night-time operating restrictions were relaxed 98 times.

Information on flights operated after airport curfew is released the 

following day on the NAA website, “Information on Flights After 

Curfew” (http://www.naa.jp/jp/csr/curfew/ [Japanese version only]).

*1 The Law Concerning Prevention of Disturbance Arising from Aircraft Noise, etc., 
around Public Aerodromes was introduced to assist affected residents in improving 
the stability of their lifestyles and welfare by setting out provisions for prevention of 
disturbance arising from aircraft noise; compensation for losses due to frequent takeoffs 
and landings; and establishment of other essential measures. In this law, zones are 
categorized according to the noise level as follows:

 Lden*3 62 dB or higher: Class 1 zone  
 Lden 73 dB or higher: Class 2 zone 
 Lden 76 dB or higher: Class 3 zone (see p. 60)

*2 The Special Measures Law Concerning Aircraft Noise Prevention Strategies around 
Specified Airports was introduced to prevent disturbance arising from aircraft noise 
and ensure rational, appropriate land use through the formulation of basic guidelines 
for aircraft noise mitigation, setting out regulations for land use and other special steps.

 Under this law, zones are categorized based on the level of disturbance arising from 
noise (see p. 60).

 Lden 66 dB or higher: Special noise prevention areas
 Lden 62 dB or higher: Aircraft noise mitigation areas

*3 Lden: The Day-Evening-Night Averaged Sound Level (weighted by time of day). 
 Lden  is a daily equivalent noise level, with evening and nighttime noise weighted as 

louder.

*4 Chapters are noise certification standards for aircraft set by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO). Upper-limits for noise levels measured at approach, takeoff, 
and lateral certification points are set out in accordance with the maximum takeoff 
weight of an aircraft.

*5 The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is a UN (United Nations) 
specialized agency under the Economic and Social Council. It was established in 1947, 
and its headquarters is in Montreal, Canada.

Ratio of Aircraft per Noise Category

Reducing Noise at Source

implemented according to the Law Concerning Prevention 
of Disturbance Arising from Aircraft Noise, etc., around 
Public Aerodromes*1 (Aircraft Noise Prevention Law), 
and the Special Measures Law Concerning Aircraft Noise 
Prevention Strategies around Specified Airports*2 (Special 
Act for Aircraft Noise Prevention).
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Community 
Environment 
Initiatives

Hikoki no Oka (Airplane Hill) 

Targets

● Reduce environmental impact from aircraft noise
● Air quality conservation (Reduce the emission of air pollutants)

● Maintain water quality of rainwater runoff
● Conserve natural environments that nurture biodiversity
● Implement and reinforce environmental initiatives in 

collaboration with local communities

Landing charge per ton (yen/ton)
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Establishing and Monitoring Flight Corridors (Monitoring Zones)

Fiscal year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Number of aircraft deviating 
without valid reason 

(percentage of total flights)

2

(0.001%)

5

(0.002%)

7

(0.003%)

16

(0.007%)

7
(0.003%)

Number of flights 226,182 228,220 235,190 245,705 252,447

Aircraft Noise Measurements

Airport Ground Noise Monitoring

We have installed five ground noise monitoring stations in 

and around the airport and conduct continuous monitoring to 

measure airport noise* generated from various sources other than 

taking off and landing aircraft.

Short-term monitoring is carried out by NAA to verify noise zone 

specifications according to the Aircraft Noise Prevention Law. 

Aircraft noise is monitored at 58 locations along the boundary of 

Class 1, 2, and 3 zones over a period of seven consecutive days, 

mainly in summer and winter. In locations where particularly 

*1 Lden: The Day-Evening-Night Averaged Sound Level (weighted by time of day). Lden is a 
daily equivalent noise level, with evening and nighttime noise weighted as louder.

*2 Narita Airport Environmental Community publishes environmental research results 
like flight tracking data using air traffic control information, aircraft noise, air quality, and 
water quality, as well as the status of environmental measure implementation.

* Noise caused by airport construction, taxiing aircraft, engine testing, using of 
auxiliary power units (APUs), and so on. Of these, noise from taxiing aircraft, 
engine testing, and using of APUs are subject to aircraft noise reference values 
(Lden).

* There is no comparison with the previous year because the station was moved this fiscal year.

Aircraft Tracking Map with Flight Corridors (Example)

Year-Round Monitoring Results for FY 2017

Aircraft in Violation

Exhaust port of an auxiliary power unit (APU)

To measure noise of takeoff and landing aircraft, we have been 

monitoring aircraft noise since opening in 1978, presently with 33 

monitoring stations around the airport throughout the year.

In fiscal 2017, all yearly values of aircraft noise evaluation indicators 

Lden*1 measured by each monitoring station met the area 

designated standards based on the Aircraft Noise Prevention Law.

In addition to monitoring stations mentioned above, there are 

also 23 stations installed by Chiba Prefectural Government, 10 

by Ibaraki Prefectural Government and 36 by local municipal 

governments (as of April 2018). In total, 102 stations around 

the airport monitor aircraft noise continuously. Data from our 

33 stations can be viewed in real time on our environmental 

information website, “the Narita Airport Environmental 

Community.”*2

Year-Round Monitoring

Short-Term Monitoring

detailed information is required, monitoring is also conducted 

in spring and autumn. Lden values in fiscal 2017 were within 

the criteria for the specified zones under the Aircraft Noise 

Prevention Law at all short-term monitoring locations (see p. 61).

To minimize the impact of aircraft noise, flight corridors 

(monitoring zones) for direct ascent and descent have been 

established from the Tonegawa River to the Kujukuri Coastline. 

They are monitored to ensure that aircraft do not deviate from 

these corridors.

In case of deviation without any valid reasons such as weather 

or safety, their flight numbers and reasons are disclosed to the 

public. Also, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and 

Tourism issues a directive to the airlines concerned as necessary. 

In fiscal 2017, the number of aircraft deviating without valid reason 

was 16 (0.003%).

Station no. Station name Lden
 (dB)

Comparison with
prior year

1 Shintone 54.0 -0.2 
2 Shimokano 53.7 0.0 
3 Kawachi 55.4 -0.2 
4 Nishiosuka 59.6 0.3 
5 Uchijuku 54.1 -0.6 
6 Kuzumi 57.1 -0.5 
7 Araumi 61.5 -0.2 
8 Tsuchimuro (NAA) 55.8 -0.8 
9 Inooka 59.2 -0.5 

10 Ashida (NAA) 56.9 -0.7 
11 Omuro (NAA) 58.0 -1.0 
12 16L 69.7 -0.3 
13 Shinden (NAA) 55.5 0.9 
14 16R 71.2 -0.3 
15 Hitokuwata 53.5 0.1 
16 34R* (70.4) ー
17 Hishida-higashi 55.7 0.1 
18 Sanrizuka Elementary School 60.0 0.0 
19 Sanrizuka Ground 63.9 0.0 
20 Shibayama-Chiyoda 56.7 0.2 
21 34L 72.8 -0.5 
22 Kita 52.6 0.6 
23 Shibayama-higashi 56.5 0.5 
24 Chida 58.5 0.4 
25 Ushino 57.6 0.1 
26 Shibayama 56.0 0.3 
27 Nakadai (NAA) 56.7 0.0 
28 Ofusa 56.5 0.3 
29 Yamamuro 53.8 0.0 
30 Yokoshiba 56.3 0.4 
31 Matsuo 56.5 0.1 
32 Kamisakai 55.8 0.5 
33 Hasunuma 54.6 -0.1 

Location of Aircraft Noise Monitoring Stations

 Class 1 zone for Aircraft Noise Prevention Law

 Class 2 zone for Aircraft Noise Prevention Law

 Class 3 zone for Aircraft Noise Prevention Law

●　Monitoring station
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　　　http://airport-community.naa.jp/ (Japanese version only)web
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Engine Run-Up Noise Mitigation

When the maintenance on an aircraft is completed, an engine run-

up is necessary for safe operation. To minimize engine run-up noise, 

we constructed a Noise Reduction Hangar in cooperation with 

airlines in 1999.

This facility intakes air from the ceiling, allowing engine tests to be 

carried out at any time regardless of wind direction. Also, thanks 

to its hangar-type structure, the noise mitigation effect has been 

improved dramatically compared with conventional facilities.

This facility reduces the noise level in the vicinity of the airport 

boundary (400 meters away) to under 60 decibels (dB), the same 

loudness as normal conversation.

In fiscal 2017, jet engines were tested 831 times, including 787 times 

(94.7%) in this hangar.

Features of the Noise Reduction Hangar (NRH)

The NRH uses an upper inlet system whereby 
streamlined air is taken in from the ceiling.
The inner walls and ceilings are constructed of materials 
with excellent sound absorption and sound insulation 
characteristics. 

Cross Section of a Noise Mitigation Embankment

Noise Reduction Hangar (NRH)

Noise mitigation embankment

Narita International 
Airport Noise Mitigation 
Committee

Before soundproofing After soundproofing
(Replaced of doors, sashes, etc., 
with soundproof ones)

Development of Noise Mitigation Embankments and Wooded Buffer Zones

Soundproofing

In order to prevent or mitigate the impact of aircraft noise, we 

provide subsidies for soundproofing of housing and public 

facilities under the Aircraft Noise Prevention Law.

Relocation Compensation

Grants for Community Programs

Narita International Airport Noise Mitigation Committee

Eligible houses Soundproofed houses

Runway A 3,580 3,425

Runway B, crosswind runway 1,892 1,344

Eligible houses Relocated households

Aircraft Noise Prevention Law 503 503

Special Act for Aircraft 
Noise Prevention 

591 492

Total 1,094 995

Residential Soundproofing Subsidy Report (until FY 2017)

Relocation Compensation Report (until FY 2017)

Residential Soundproofing ExampleWhen an area is classified as Class 1 under the Aircraft Noise 

Prevention Law, residences in that area receive grants for 

soundproofing and air conditioning according to their noise level.

For air conditioning that shows deterioration over a specified 

period of time, we also give support for replacement.

Under the Aircraft Noise Prevention Law, facilities such as schools, 

nursery schools, kindergartens, hospitals, pediatric hospitals, 

special nursing homes for the elderly and other public facilities 

also receive subsidies for soundproofing and air conditioning 

Under the provisions of the Aircraft Noise Prevention Law and 

Special Act for Aircraft Noise Prevention, compensation for 

relocation is provided for residences in areas that are particularly 

susceptible to the impact of aircraft noise. In addition to the 

relocation of individual households, we also offer group relocation 

in order to preserve local communities and settlements that have 

a long history of social ties.

We contribute to the cost of measures taken to prevent 

disturbances caused by aircraft noise in the vicinity of the airport 

and development work in the surrounding community. Subsidies 

are provided for regional countermeasures in Chiba Prefecture, 

Ibaraki Prefecture, and the ten cities and towns surrounding 

The Narita International Airport Noise Mitigation Committee is a 

forum to discuss measures to prevent or mitigate disturbances 

caused by aircraft noise. The committee is comprised of local 

municipal leaders, chairpersons, academic experts, community 

representatives, the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and 

Tourism, Chiba prefectural government, the airlines, and NAA. 

Regional working groups have been set up under the committee 

for the individual areas around the airport to discuss issues 

presented in order to improve noise mitigation and achieve safe 

Improvement of Airport Layout 

Community Programs
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entWe maintain noise mitigation embankments and wooded buffer 

zones around the airport to reduce aircraft noise during takeoff 

and landing.

For example, an embankment 100 meters wide and ten meters 

high reduces the noise level of taxiing aircraft to 10-12 dB on the 

other side of the embankment 600 meters away.

In areas where trees have been growing in adequate numbers 

for a suitable length of time, we take full advantage of their value 

as natural assets and their noise mitigation effects by creating 

wooded buffer zones.

Residential Soundproofing

School and Public Facility Soundproofing

the airport. Since opening in 1978, we have contributed a total 

of approximately JPY 125.6 billion in subsidies, as of March 

31, 2018. We contribute to the maintenance of soundproofed 

public facilities as well as roads, parks, firefighting facilities, and 

community facilities around the airport.

according to their noise level.

As with private housing, grants are offered to upgrade deteriorated 

air conditioning after a specified period of time.

and proper airport operations. The committee was founded in 

1972 and had its 44th meeting in March 2018.
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Air Quality Monitoring

We have six year-round air quality monitoring stations in and around the airport. 

They continuously monitor concentrations of sulfur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen oxide 

(NOx), carbon monoxide (CO), photochemical oxidants, suspended particulate 

matter, and hydrocarbons (see p. 63). In fiscal 2017, all items except photochemical 

oxidants achieved the environmental quality standards. Photochemical oxidants 

failed to meet the criteria, but the monitoring stations of local governments 

observed the same concentrations. Thus, it is believed that the concentrations were 

not limited to just the airport but were a more widespread occurrence.

Locations of Air Quality Monitoring Stations

Locations of Water Quality Monitoring Points

*1 De-icing agent is a substance to prevent snow, frost or ice build-up on critical aircraft 
surfaces.

*2 Organic pollution is water pollution caused by organic substances entering a body of 
water. They consume oxygen during decomposition which leads to hypoxia (oxygen 
deficiency).

Goals and Performance 

●Monitoring station

●Monitoring point

De-Icing

When snow accumulates on the wings and tail fins of aircraft, or 

frost and ice occur, it affects the lift required for takeoff as well as 

control functions. As this can cause accidents, de-icing—spraying 

down the planes with de-icing agent*1 —is essential in cold 

winter months or when snow falls. The main component of de-

icing agent is propylene glycol. It is not harmful to humans and 

is even used in foods, but once it flows into rivers and streams, it 

may cause organic pollution.*2

We provide de-icing aircraft bays where de-icing agent that 

falls onto the apron can be collected in holding ponds. Water 

containing deicing agent is carried from the apron via storm 

drains for treatment at a de-icing effluent treatment facility. Also, 

if de-icing is operated at other parking stands, de-icing agent is 

collected in special vehicles and treated in the same manner.

We consider falling objects from aircraft such as airframe parts 

and ice blocks to be serious issues. To date, aircraft approaching 

from south of Narita International Airport have been asked 

to complete gear down over the sea in order to free any 

accumulated ice. Other steps that are also taken include requests 

for thorough maintenance and inspection, inquiries into the 

causes of falling objects, and careful monitoring. As a result, there 

has been a drastic reduction in the number of incidents involving 

ice blocks and other falling objects.

Water Quality Monitoring

We regularly monitor the surrounding rivers and streams in six 

locations once a month, and monitors 24 hours a day in three 

locations, including drainage canals. While storm drainage levels 

do fluctuate, care is taken to prevent a negative impact on rivers 

downstream (see p. 64). Slightly elevated coliform bacteria levels 

were observed in prior years, but the increases were found to be 

due to natural causes, and confirmation was made that there was 

no adverse impact on health and sanitation.

Groundwater levels are monitored continuously in the vicinity 

of the airport and the water quality is measured once a year. 

Monitoring results of fiscal 2017 confirmed that underground 

water quality met environmental standards.

Monitoring is carried out at Narita International Airport 
to grasp the impact on air quality surrounding the airport 
due to emissions created by aircraft operations and other 
airportwide activities. We work to limit air pollution from 
aircraft, from vehicles traveling within the airport, from 
operation of the Central Heating and Cooling Plant, and 
so on.
The Eco-Airport Master Plan (FY 2016–2020) called for 
reduction of nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions per flight by 
5% compared to fiscal 2015 (16.6 kg/flight) by fiscal 2020.
In fiscal 2017, we achieved a 6.0% reduction of NOx 
emissions, to 15.6 kg per flight.

We take various measures to preserve water quality. For 
example, monitoring water quality to grasp the effect of 
rainwater runoff from Narita International Airport on the 
surrounding rivers and streams; adequate installation 

Reduce NOx emissions (per flight)

De-icing effluent treatment facility

De-icing operation

Reported Incidents and Gear Down Directive Compliance Rate

History of Prevention of Falling Objects from Aircraft
Date Measure

March 1983
Establishment of system for relief of damage caused by falling objects from 
aircraft (a system to provide relief to victims of damage when it is not possible 
to identify the aircraft that caused the falling objects)

January 1991
The Ministry of Transport (now the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport 
and Tourism [MLIT]) orders airlines to increase maintenance and inspection, and 
to complete gear down over the sea on southern approaches.

May 1993 MLIT issues gear down directives published in the AIP (Aeronautical Information 
Publication).

May 1996 MLIT issues gear down directives to be included in ATIS (Automatic Terminal 
Information Service).

From FY 1997 MLIT and NAA conduct studies on ice attached to arriving aircraft.

May 1999 MLIT issues airworthiness amendment notices ordering improvement of aircraft 
structure.

July 2012 MLIT advises on new policies, such as cautioning aircraft approaching from 
north of the airport to avoid gear down over concentrated residential areas.

May 2017 MLIT and NAA launch an "aircraft inspection system" for landing aircraft to 
periodically examine essential parts of the plane.

November 2017 
to March 2018

MLIT holds a meeting for the promotion of comprehensive measures related to 
the prevention of falling objects and other issues.

April 2018
NAA commences operation of a system for relief aid for damage caused by 
objects falling from aircraft (“Payment of consolation money", "Payment of 
advances", "Various kinds of support, such as coordination with airlines, etc.").

We will continue to work with all relevant parties to eliminate such 

incidents completely, introducing new policies such as cautioning 

aircraft approaching from north of the airport to avoid gear down over 

concentrated residential areas, and periodically checking approaching 

aircraft. In cooperation with related organizations, we will aim to 

completely eliminate incidents of falling objects from aircraft.
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and operation of water treatment facilities; and 
installation of facilities to separate oil and water so as to 
avoid any trouble in case of oil spillage in the aviation 
fuel tank farms.

Com
m

unity Environm
ent

Resource Recycling
Clim

ate Change
Environm

ent M
anagem

ent

Prevention of Falling Objects from Aircraft 
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Natural 
Environment
Conservation

We are promoting initiatives to bring back the abundant 
nature that had been lost with the construction of the airport.
The Greening Master Plan for Narita Airport and Environs 
is a greening program (see pp. 24–26). It aims to create 
organically-linked, managed green areas with appropriate 
distributions of sound mitigation, natural environment 
conservation, aesthetic appeal and recreational function. 
Consideration is given to the vegetation and scenery when 
managing these areas, and they are tailored to the unique 
topographical features of the region.
Areas such as Shibayama Mizube no Sato (Waterside Park) 
make optimum use of the functions possessed by green 
areas. Following a philosophy of mitigation,* we not 
only preserve natural environments but also restore and 
conserve those once lost.

Development of Drainage Ways and 
Waterside Environments
Environmental work on of f-site drainage ways 
connecting to the Tokkogawa River north of the airport 
is being carried out, creating concrete canals that closely 
follow natural streams. Cherry blossom trees donated by 
local residents and others are thriving successfully on the 
banks, and provide a colorful spectacle in spring.

* Mitigation is the concept of reducing or alleviating the environmental impact of 
development through specific measures. It also aims to restore lost environments 
to prior levels and maintain them.

Airport Environs
Greening Program

Development Plan 
for Noise Mitigation 
Embankments and 
Wooded Buffer 
Zones

Greening Master Plan for Narita Airport and Environs

Greenery Functions
◆ Noise absorption
◆ Natural environment 
     conservation
◆ Aesthetic improvement
◆ Recreation

Greening
Projects

Acco r d i n g t o t h e G r e e n i n g 
Master Plan for Narita Airport 
a n d  E n v i r o n s ,  w e  d e v e l o p 
green areas in consideration of 
vegetation, aesthetic value, and 
unique topographical features.

Cherry blossom trees were planted with the assistance of Narita City 
restoring those lost due to airport construction. In spring, the area is 
crowded with people enjoying the blooming flowers.

Orchard Development 
Chestnut trees have been planted which 
allow people to enjoy nature with chestnuts 
picking. In autumn, local children are invited 
to their harvest.

In  o rd e r  to  create  an area fo r 
relaxation in the region, cherry 
blossom trees as well as azaleas have 
been planted at Sanrizuka Sakura no 
Oka. People can watch aircraft taking 
off and landing from a grassy knoll. 
The Minami Sanrizuka Nature Trail, 
which extends from Sakura no Oka, 
is a wood chip path through existing 
forestry, wonderful for strolling and 
forest bathing.

Shibayama Mizube no Sato 
(Waterside Park)
Many water plants, including iris sanguinea, 
iris pseudacorus, and water lilies have been 
planted in the park. Walking trails and benches 
in place allow people to relax and appreciate 
the surroundings.

Asakura Yasuragi no Mori 
(Tranquil Forest)
Trails are provided in the existing forestry 
where people can relax and enjoy nature and 
forest bathing.

Toyomi Shinonome no Oka
(Hill of Dawn)
An outlook for observing planes, opened 
on a noise embankment in the Toyomi 
district. The hill is a favorite spot for aircraft 
enthusiasts and local families alike.

Greenport Eco-Agripark (see p. 26)

Sanrizuka Sakura no Oka 
(Cherry Blossom Hill)

Minami Sanrizuka Nature Trail 

Rural Zone

Aquatic 
Garden Zone

Parklands Zone

Airport 
Parklands Zone

International 
Gateway Zone

Narita International Airport

Botanical Zone
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Satoyama (Countryside Forest) Development

Narita Sakura no Yama  (Cherry Blossom Mountain)

Utilizing existing forestry, natural environments are conserved 
as satoyama (cultivated countryside forests). For more effective 
use of satoyama, in 2005, in conjunction with Chiba Prefectural 
Government, Narita City, the Narita Local Hotels Association and the 
Narita Satoyama Development Association, we created walking trails 
extending to four kilometers from off-site drainage ways. The trails 
allow visitors to jog or walk through pristine natural environments 
while enjoying the seasonal colors.

Com
m

unity Environm
ent

Resource Recycling
Clim

ate Change
Environm

ent M
anagem

ent

2524



Cooperation with Revival of 
Regional Agriculture

Wildflowers planted in residential land 
vacated due to relocation

The Hokuso region, in which Narita International Airport 
is located, is the center of Chiba Prefecture’s agricultural 
industry—one of the foremost vegetable production 
centers in Japan, and a leading organic farming region. 

Use of the Land after Relocation

We make effective use of farming land vacated by relocation in 

order to promote local agriculture. Suitable land is leased to local 

farmers, with the assistance of municipal governments in the area.

Unleased land is regularly cultivated and mowed, and Chinese milk 

vetch is planted to sustain and improve soil fertility so that the land 

can be used for future farming. Meanwhile, residential and other 

non-farming land vacated by relocation is being planted with 

poppies, cosmos and other wildflowers to preserve the beauty of 

the landscape and prevent depredation. In fiscal 2017, 0.5 hectares 

of Chinese milk vetch and 2.7 hectares of wildflowers were sown.

Organic Farming Trainees

We began offering support for organic farming courses in fiscal 

2005. The classes are conducted in organic JAS-certified fields 

with the cooperation of local farmers.

So far, 44 students have been accepted to the course. Graduates 

take up farming in various areas, including regions around the 

airport, contributing to the vitality of farming in those areas. Some 

Chinese milk vetch planted in 
an unused rice paddy

In the Greenport Eco-Agripark

Narita Airport Eco-Kids Club 
nature observation class

Natural Parkland Development 

Greenport Eco-Agripark is a pristine natural adventure park on 

a 17 hectares tract of our company's property which adjoins 

Shibayama Mizube no Sato Waterside Park, south of the airport (in 

the Iwayama district of Shibayama). The park opened in 2007 and 

features low hills and vales, typical of the Hokuso region, and a 

richly varied environment which is home to many species of insect 

and varied flora and fauna. Our aim is to restore the satoyama 

landscape, and to protect an environment rich in biodiversity.

The Agripark offers not only a strolling spot for local residents but 

also hands-on experiences in rice cultivation in collaboration with 

Shibayama Town near the airport and nature observation classes 

by the Narita Airport Eco-Kids Club.

Greenport Eco-Agripark

Precious Plants Growing in Wooded Buffer Zones  
—Creating New Habitats—

The wooded buffer zones created around the airport are planted with 
trees of the beech family, such as matebashii (Lithocarpus edulis) and 
shirakashi (Quercus myrsinaefolia ) in addition to Japanese cypresses. 
Thinning, grass cutting, and other maintenance are regularly carried 
out to maintain these zones in good condition. Some of the trees were 
planted 40 or more years ago and have reached majestic proportions, 
and these zones do not look like man-made woods.
A plant survey conducted in fiscal 2017 found precious plants such as 
the golden orchid ( kinran, Cephalanthera falcata ), and sasabaginran 
(Cephalanthera longibracteata Blume) at the wooded buffer zones. Through 
judicious selection of the tree species to plant and regular maintenance, 
these man-made woods have grown into new habitats for precious plants.

We properly manage and lease the farming land around 
the airport which was vacated by relocations. We also 
work to revive local agriculture through organic farming 
courses and other measures.

COLUMN

Wooded buffer zone

Sasabaginran

Com
m

unity Environm
ent

Resource Recycling
Clim

ate Change
Environm

ent M
anagem

ent

also work as tutors in the project and instruct new students. The 

advantage of the project is that it puts idle land to new use and 

nurtures the development of newcomers to the farming industry 

who will carry on into the next generation.

Organic vegetables produced by the trainees are available for sale 

at Sky Station Fuwari Shibayama (see Access Map, p. 26).

2726




